TAJtlAKTS CASE 
^TOgJOJURY 

1 Arguments Concluded in 
Three-Day Trial 


MERIDIAN, Miss,— A circuit 
court jury was handed the 
case against Thbmas A. Tar- 
rants HI at 6:t7 p. m, and 
immediately retired to begin 
deliberations, 
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(TEimes-Pkqvune $%ff Correspondents 

MERIDIAN, Miss. — A jury 
of 11 whites and one Negro was 
~ expected to receive early Wed- : 
" nesday . night the stated case 
" ; agam ^TlromasAlSert Tarried 
III in 


bombing of the home of a Jew- 
ish businessman active in a hi- 


i 

1 


racial community organization. 
Final arguments concluding 
the three-day trial in Lauder- 
dale County Circuit Court be- 
gan shortly after 4 p. m> and 
Judge Lester Williamson was 
: expected to hand the case to 
: the jurors around 6:30 p. m. 
The state is seeking the death 
penalty in the case/ 

Tarrants, a 21-year-old Mo- 
bile, Ala,, school dropout, who 
had' 'become an associate of 
Rian groups in Mississippi, was; 
put on trial for charges of at- 
tempting to bomb the home of 
Meyer Davidson, which was un- 
der police surveillance follow- 
ing several night-rider incidents 
in the county earlier in the 
year, 
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The defense spent most of the 
day building a case to support 
its contention that Tarrants took 
part in the attempted night- ; 
time bombing because he was | 
mentally incompetent and un- j 
der delusions from radical po- j 
litlcal views.. 

In the dosing arguments the t 
defense charged that the . state 
had failed to prove that an 
alarm device produced as evi- c 
donee was proved to be a bomb, - 
; Defense attorney 
Haas. charged to the jury ‘it’s 
not your fault that the state j 
did not bring in a demolition 
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TARRANTS CASE 
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Davidson home, the psychiatrist 
plated was “a product of his 
^diseased mind.” 

“Was this defendant insane 


expert, that's the fault of the 
district attorney/' 

Only two witnesses, both po- 
lice officers, who identified Tar- 
rants as the man they saw place 
a bomb in the driveway of the 
Davidson home, were put on 
the witness stand in presenting 
the stated-case. 

Lauderdale County attorney 
Joe Hamilton contended in hls- 
ejflosmg arguments that the jury 
“should not relieve him (Tar- 
|ants) of his criminal response 
feility just because he is under 


false brief, a ddusion, tha^ f ri g h temng gesture.” 

&esc people were conspiring 6 Tar ^ ^ told him, 
^ith toe Communists to takdj B rowTi said, that he planned 
over this country,” ! - - - - 


was portrayed byj 1 Davidson yard^ not to harm 
p^ycWatrM a Mofaileg physically anybody but to 


when he did this act in your 
opinion? asked defense attorney 
Thomas Hass* Mobile. 

“In my opinionTe was,” re 
plied the grey-haired Brown, 
‘SCARE GESTURE' 

The doctor, under questioning 
by the prosecution related from 
the witness stand that Tarrants 
had told Mm of taking the 
bomb to the Davidson house 
and “he intended to detonate 
the dynamite , , , but he sag! 
he had no intention of killing 
anyone. This’ was an intimidaf- 


,to set off the bomb in tee 


a man who, 
^found self- justification for an; 
kind pf endeavor m te Bible/ 1 
and regarded “aliens. Cm 
muidsts* Jews and Negroes a$ 
undesirable citizens." 

Dr. Brown, recounting Ms: 
diagnosis of Tarrants fromt 
two sessions with him last! 
month in the Lauderdale* 
Comity jail* said the youth- 
felt he was “almost on, a 
sacred mission." 

The attempted bombing of the 


physically anybody 
have an emotional effect of 
intimidating the individual 
and tens dissuade him from 
supporting Communists." 

This was all part of what 
Brown called a “delusion” of 
Tarrants in his “ill-advised and 
totally inappropriate efforts to 
combat what he thinks is Conn 
monism.” 

INDIFFERENT? 

LONDON — Business needs 
more scientists. 
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